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               Moderator’s Message 

Greetings.  As all of you know this 

space is generally filled with spiritual 

comments, observations, and 

revelations from Pastor Lisa.  As all 

of you also know, Pastor Lisa has left 

our flock and is now pursuing new 

and exciting adventures/experiences.  

As such, as your Moderator, I will be 

filling in (of sorts) by providing you 

with updates, reminders, and in some 

instances observations that I feel are 

pertinent to keeping the congregation 

up to date and informed on the 

activities of your church and the 

church leadership.  If any of you have 

any suggestions or information that 

you feel should be shared with our 

congregation, please feel free to 

contact me in order that the 

information can be disseminated. 

 

There are a couple of matters that I 

want to discuss here for the month of 

September.  The first one is the 

American Foundation for Suicide 

Prevention, Walk Out of Darkness 

event being conducted September 22, 

2018 at Mile Square Regional Park in 

Fountain Valley.  You may register in 

advance on line at 

orangecounty@afsp.org.   The check 

in time is 8:00 am.  I have set up a 

First Congregational Church of Santa 

Ana team.  When you go to register 

you can register as a member of our 

Team.  As a reminder, participation 

with this event is one of 

our three goals for the 

year.  I know that many 

of you have already 

signed up for the walk 

and I am excited about 

our commitment to the 

event. 
                                        Continued on page 2 
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The other matter also deals with one 

of our other goals for the year.  We as 

a congregation agreed that within this  

year, we would have at least one 

representative from the congregation 

visit each of our tenants that use our 

facilities.  Since we are reaching the 

2/3 time period for the year, we need 

to be more focused on our 

commitment to this goal.  There is a 

sign-up list and calendar in the 

Fireside room that will assist you in 

determining a group and time that 

you may go and visit a group of your 

choice.  The expectation is that you 

go to their meeting (at the beginning) 

and introduce yourself as a 

representative of our congregation.  

You need only spend a few minutes 

to welcome them to our campus and 

to let them know that we appreciate 

the work they do for our community.   

If you contact Sue Stewart, she can 

advise you on some handout items/

materials that can be useful during 

your visit. 

 

Again, I want to emphasize that your 

Church Leadership Team is doing all 

that it can for the benefit of our 

Congregation and its membership.   

 

Our Light is Still Shining! 

Coyoma Craft Class 
 

Bring a friend to this 

month’s Coyoma Craft 

Class on Tuesday, 

September 4th, at 7:00 

pm. Please RSVP with 

Sheri Sanders if you plan to attend 

(714) 878-3885. She will supply you 

with everything you need. 

 

FCC Breakfast Club 
 

Hello early birds! Have yourself a hot 

cup of Jo with your church family. 

Come to the FCC Breakfast Club on 

Wednesday, September 

5th, at 7:30 am. We 

meet at Polly’s Pies 

Restaurant on Main St. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

Pick One Up 
 
The new September-October Upper 

Room booklets are here! These 

booklets contain inspiring stories, 

daily scripture, thoughts for the day, 

and a small prayer to carry you 

through every day of the month. 

They’re free and for everyone! Pick 

one up in the Sanctuary or Fireside 

Room.  

 Jim Weuve 
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   Scripture readings: 

 

September 2: Song of Sol 2:8-13 

  Ps 45:1-2, 6-9 

  James 1:17-27 

  Mark 7:1-8,14-15, 

  21-23 

  

September 9: Prov 22:1-2, 8-9 

  Ps 125 

  James 2:1-10, 14-17 

  Mark 7:24-37 

 

September 16: Prov 1:20-33 

  Ps 19 

  James 3:1-12 

  Mark 8:27-38 

  

Seotember 23: Prov 31:10-31 

  Ps 1 

  James 3:13-4:3,7-8a 

  Mark 9:30-37 
 

September 30: Est 7:1-6, 9-10; 9: 

  20-22  Ps 124 

  James 5:13-20 

  Mark 9:38-50 
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A Legacy of Faith  
 
National Grandparents Day became 

an official observance in 1978, thanks 

largely to the lobbying efforts of 

Marian McQuade, a West Virginian 

who had 15 children and 43 

grandchildren during 60 years of 

marriage.  

 

The purpose of 

National Grandparents 

Day, celebrated on the 

first Sunday after 

Labor Day, is 

threefold: to honor 

grandparents, to give 

grandparents an opportunity to show 

love for their children’s children and 

to help children become aware of 

strength, information and guidance 

older people can offer.  

 

Grandparents — and, in this mobile 

society, surrogate grandparents — 

also serve as examples of how to 

endure challenges with God’s help. 

Elders describe how God remains 

present, faithful and steadfast 

throughout the years. As Psalm 145:4 

(NIV) says, “One generation 

commends your works to another; 

they tell of your mighty acts.” 
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Trustees Meeting 
 
The Board of Trustees will meet on 

Monday, August 27th, at 7:00 pm. 

 

Love of Neighbor 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special 

mission offering of the United Church 

of Christ that supports ministries of 

justice and compassion throughout 

the United States. One-third of NIN 

funds support the Council for 

American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 

Two-thirds of this offering is used by 

the UCC's Justice and Witness 

Ministries (JWM) to support a variety 

of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 

and direct service projects through 

grants.  

 

Neighbors in Need 

grants are awarded to 

UCC churches and 

organizations doing justice work in 

their communities. These grants fund 

projects whose work ranges from 

direct service to community 

organizing and advocacy to address 

systemic injustice. This year, special 

consideration will be given to projects 

focusing on serving our immigrant 

neighbors and communities. This 

offering is coming to FCC on October 

7th. 

Fall Joint Service 
 

With cooler fall weather, Creator 

God, help us appreciate the change of 

seasons and the varied colors of your 

handiwork.  

 

Let’s bring in a new season by 

celebrating it with all of our 

congregations! Join us at our Fall 

Joint Service with the Church of New 

Hope & Ministerios Jesucristo Rey de 

Reyes on Sunday, September 9th,  at 

10:00 am. Please 

bring a salad or 

dessert to share at 

the multicultural 

feast! 

 

“Surely He has Borne 

Our Griefs ...”  
 
When veteran Joe Serna confessed 

that he’d been drinking — behavior 

prohibited in the Veterans Treatment 

Court program — Judge Lou Olivera 

sentenced him to one night in jail. 

That might not seem like much, but 

while deployed, Serna had been 

trapped underwater when his truck 

toppled into a canal. A buddy 

managed to move him to an air 

pocket, saving his life, but the buddy 

and two others died. Years later, even 

the thought of confinement triggered 

flashbacks.  

As Serna arrived for his jail stay, 

Olivera, also a vet, saw his anxiety, 

entered the cell with Serna and spent 

the night. His kind act nearly brought 

Serna to tears, but the judge believes 

any vet would have done the same. 

“These are our brothers,” Olivera 

says. “We never 

leave each other 

behind.”  

 

Similarly, Jesus 

entered our troubled story alongside 

us, sharing in our suffering, 

brokenness and even death. As a 

comrade unlike any other, Jesus calls 

us his brothers and sisters, refusing to 

leave us behind with our self-imposed 

burdens. Above all, Jesus does what 

only God can: redeems us for the joy 

of new life. 
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Holy Action/Council 
 
The Holy Action/Council meeting 

will be on Sunday, September 16th,  

following Worship. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

 

2 

10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Coffee Hour 

3 

 

4 

3:00 pm Choir 

Practice 

7:00 pm Coyoma 

Craft Class 

5 

7:30 am Breakfast 

Club 

6 7 8 

 

9    Choir Returns! 

10:00 am Fall Joint 

Service 

11:15 am Feast 

10 11 

3:00 pm Choir 

Practice 

12 13 14 15 

 

16 

10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Coffee Hour 

11:45 am Holy Action/

Council Mtg. 

17 18 

3:00 pm Choir 

Practice 

19 20 21 22 

9:00 am Out of the 

Darkness Walk 
 

23 

10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Coffee Hour 

24 

 

 

7:00 pm Trustees 

Mtg.  

25 

3:00 pm Choir 

Practice  

26 27 28 29 

30 

10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Coffee Hour 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did we miss your birthday or 

anniversary? Do you have a life 

event that you would like to 

share with your church family? 

If so, please contact the church 

office at (714) 639-0311, or 

office@firstchurchsa.org 

Mark your 
calendar 

October 

2 Coyoma Craft Class 

3 FCC Breakfast Club 

7 World Communion Sun./

Neighbors in Need Offer. 

14 Service Starts at 11 am 

21 Holy Action/Council Mtg. 

28 Stewardship Begins 

29 Trustees Meeting 

 

November 

1  All Saints’ Day 

6 Election Day/Coyoma 

 Craft Class 

7 FCC Breakfast Club 

11 Stewardship Sunday 

18 Thanksgiving Sunday/

 Holy Action/Council Mtg. 

26 Trustees Meeting 
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